Thursday Living the Program – Open Share/Topic Meeting










INTERVENTIONS BY THE SECRETARY

PLEASE THINK CAREFULLY BEFORE ANY INTERVENTION

· The common welfare of the group has to come before the individual. The meeting cannot revolve around one person; there is often more than one newcomer in each meeting wanting to hear the solution – Tradition One and Tradition Five.
· You need not worry about the odd reference to gambling - etc. We cannot stop people sharing just because we disagree with what they say.
· These situations seldom arise during meetings but you will find it helpful to be prepared.  The secretary is the figurehead of the group and responsible for the smooth running of the meeting; ensuring an atmosphere of recovery is maintained. 






If a member refuses to stop sharing and is boisterous enough to disrupt the meeting:

1. They may be asked to leave. (Give warnings first)
2. Get a group member to call the police. (Give warnings first).
3. Try to inform the person they will be made welcome at the next meeting. (The GSR could help you here)
IF YOU ARE UNCLEAR ABOUT ANYTHING PLEASE SPEAK TO THE GSR.

Around 8.55pm

9.00pm







OPEN MEETINGS:

Can I please ask that sharing be confined to addicts and may I draw your attention to Tradition 11:

"Our Public Relations Policy is based on attraction rather than promotion; we need always maintain personal anonymity at the level of press, radio, and films." 

My name is _____ and I'm an addict





Welcome to the Living the Program group of Drug Addicts Anonymous.  Drug Addicts Anonymous, is a fellowship of men and women who share their experience, strength and hope with each other that they may solve their common problem and help others to recover from drug addiction.








------ has some announcements





Could all mobile phones be switched off or turned to a silent profile.


(wait until this is done).





Can we now have a moments silence to remember Tradition 5: Each DAA group ought to be a spiritual entity having but one primary purpose - to carry its’ message to the addict who still suffers.











And now _________ will now read How It Works





Tonight is an OPEN meeting; as it is the first Thurs of the month





Tonight is a CLOSED meeting, which means everyone here identifies having a problem with drugs.





It is suggested to newcomers to listen to the similarities and not the differences.








DAA is not allied with any outside organisations. Recovery is possible in DAA.





  If, when you honestly want to, you find you cannot quit entirely, or if when using you have little control over the amount you take, you are probably an addict. If that be the case you may be suffering from an illness which only a spiritual experience will conquer.    





In order to stay focused on our primary purpose and maintain an inclusive atmosphere of recovery we respectfully ask that members keep disruptions to a minimum and be mindful of their language when sharing! 


And now I will hand you over to _____ who will share what s/he used to be like, what happened and what s/he is like now. Thank You.


And now I will hand you over to _____ who will be sharing on the topic of ___________ Thank you. (Topic meeting) 





Sharing too long...	                         	  	  Thank you for sharing. Due to the size of        


                                                                 	  of the meeting, Please could you give others                                                                            


    							   a chance to share.





Only intervene after a reasonable amount of time.











Somebody tearful, upset...               	    	Thank you for sharing. You don't need to put


                                                                       	 yourself through this; perhaps you could 


                                                              		speak to someone after the meeting.





An experienced member of the same sex will approach after the meeting.


                                              





Someone sharing offensively i.e.            	  Thank you for sharing but you are being 


- Obscene                                                     	   offensive so could you please stop now.


- Racist 


- Personal


- Threatening


 








Prolonged discussion about                   	 Thank you for sharing but in view of our 


problems other than addiction i.e.         	  Fifth Tradition I shall have to ask you to  


- Gambling                                                	  stop.


- Blaming others etc.





Someone who has been using...             	 Thank you for sharing but in view of our 


                                                                         	 Fifth Tradition it is suggested to listen to the        


                                                                   	meeting and speak to someone after.


                                                  





We ask that you limit your shares to no more than 5 minutes, so that everybody has the opportunity to share. If your share exceeds 5 minutes the bell will be rung indicating you should draw to a close. I would also like to remind you to be mindful of your language when sharing and keep disruptions to a minimum.





Invite a home-group member to begin the sharing.














To ensure a positive end to the meeting ask an experienced member to end the sharing, if possible.





I will now end the sharing and read the Step 9 promises (pages 83-84)





It is our group experience that these promises come about as the result of working and living the twelve steps, and to do this we found that sponsorship is a necessary requirement. If anyone here doesn’t have a sponsor and would like one, please see me after the meeting and I can arrange a temp sponsor for you!





(OPEN ONLY): As this is an open meeting could I ask that Tradition 7 contributions be restricted to those that consider themselves to be addicts. Thank you











Could you please remember Tradition 7 – that we are fully self supporting through our own contributions.





The next meeting of the Living The Programme group will be held on Tuesday at 7pm at The Mind Centre, Woodside, Greenbank





 And now ______ has some announcements





Thanks to everybody that shared tonight.


Could you please remain seated and join me in the serenity prayer?





Normal Meeting:


After this meeting we go to _________ for coffee and everyone is welcome.








